BISMARCK

ous cures. I hope you will return from them with re-
newed health. The time is approaching when all your
powers will be needed for the well-being of your country.                   jf

Give my (our) most respectful salutations to your wife.                       ^1

' I am sending this letter by way of Zimmerhausen,                   J|;|

registered; it must not fall into wrong hands !'                                   Hf

At Schleinitz's telegraphic request I went on July 10                   ,\

to Baden-Baden, to report myself to the King.    He seemed                     j

unpleasantly surprised to see me, supposing I had come on                    |

account of the ministerial crisis.    I said I had heard that                    * j

it had been averted, and stated I had only come in order                     j

to request his personal consent to an extension of my                     j

leave until after the coronation, which was to take place
in the autumn, accordingly beyond the three months al-
ready accorded me. The King granted this in the kind-
est manner, and himself invited me to dinner.

After spending August and September in Reinfeld
and Stolpiinde I reached Konigsberg on October 13, for
the coronation which was to take place on the iSth.

During the festivities I noticed that a change had
taken place in the disposition of the Queen, perhaps con-
nected with the withdrawal of Schleinitz which had oc-
curred in the meantime. She took the initiative in dis-
cussing national German politics with me. There, for
the first time, I met Count Bernstorff as minister. He
did not seem yet to have come to any definite conclusion
about his policy, and in conversation he gave me the im-
pression of a man struggling after an opinion. The Queen
was more friendly to me than she had been for many
years; she showed me marked attentions, which apparently
went beyond the line traced at that time by the King. At

a moment whose ceremonial character scarcely gave any
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